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Jfrican-Qotn pany's Property 
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Sole Trade to Africa, 

Making their RIGHT equal wicli ; 
any Subjed's RIGHT to his 
Freehold. 

■ 

J)otinto the Ccmpany and their Trope) tjy as 
you muld haVe ethers do wito yvHy aid 
your EJlates. 
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Il 



til 



in Explafiatioti of 

the Afxicari-CompanysRigh 
and ^roferty in the African 
Uri^de^ And of the Merit 
and Value of that Profertj: 
^otb vphich will appear front 
thefe FaBs and Confident 
rations. 

I. ^ I "ilHAT the Africtn Trade 

was often attempted, buc 
could never be gain'd, and 
vfdi% i^Jolutely bft, when the 
Company undertook the hazard of the 
Ftirclia'fe. 

H. That the Forts and Trade ate iU' 
f^trMe ; That the Trade without the 
i<orts could never be gained,- nor can 
how be maintained ; And the Forts with- 
dot the TradCj had never been thought 
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of, much lefs had been built or pre<^ 
ierved at fuch a vaft Espence^ as has 
been laid out upon them* 

ni. That the Company are Furebs^ 
firs of both Forts and Trade, not only 
'foe an (0i9»e9fe CflfUi^atiQii, httf m 

the hdzard if Licfffg the wtioUim the AJ^ 
^enfifffej wJ^ch iDa,kje$ tbeh: Ri^bt and 
Property eqaM to any GentlemaA^s Ti- 
tle M hi6 Frediotd or Leafehold id S»g^ 
iMdj or in tiip FJ^ntations. 
' IV. That tl^e Jfrkan Qpnjpany's 
Right and Property io the fol&Tijade, is 

So Mmtpl^y opr DifcQDr^gemejQt to In* 
uftry^ t^ Lytarioas to we Liberty or 
SceedooEi of tbeir VcOqw. Sub)e£b of 
Cre4t Britain or the Plantations 

V. The prefent value of ^6 Mritm 
Company's Intereft in the fole Trade, 
and me ttue Reafons' Mdiy tbeir^ EfHtfi 
and 0:edit are at this time low. 

VL This K&cure of that Ridit the 
L^iflaturQhas^ to take Care of the Ma* 
nagement of the ^rican Trade. 

I. As to the Fir(}, ThaJt the African 
Triie VHLS rften attempted^ huS could never 
he gained^ and was abjokitefy Icfjt^ tvhentbe 
Con^any undertook the hazard of the Pur^ 
chafed 
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lis Pa£b the Compaay are read/ to 
prove, tor there were three feveral fets 
of Adventurers, the Firft in i6iSl^ the 
Second in i6}i, and the Third in 1662^ 
who^ upon Condition of having the 
Sole Trade, adventured with Great 
Stocks, to enlarge the £^lifb Domini- 
OQS|.ai^ gain the Africm Trade, butdiof 
then^ mifignriedy and particularly the lair 
ct ttiem were abfolutely beaten out, 
and ruined kj the Dutch, under ^Admird 
d^ Ruyter, in i66$* and the Trade lay 
Afolmulj lofll for Six or Seven Years, 
until x672* when the prefent Royal 
J^ican^Compdnji undertook the adven- 
ture, CO conquer and gain the Trade. 

IL As to the Second, That the Forts 
and iTrsde gre infefarsbU ; that the 
Trgdi without the FortSj could never he 
gMPd^ nor can now he maintained j and the 
Forts without the Trade had never been 
thought of J much lefs had been built orPre* 
Jerved at fuch a vafi Exfeuce^ as has been 
Uid out on them* 

The Neceffity of Forts to carry on 
the Trade is fubliekly owned 'j that Ne- 
ceffity is apparent : For the Country 
is Barbarous, Perfidious, Bloody and 
CrueL Can it be imaginM therefore, 
tl^at t^e Trade could be at firft gain'd 
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5A^itUout Building thofe 'Eovts ^nd P^- 
ftles ? Can any Man tell what Ufe or 
iProftc can be made of the Forts and 
Cafties, befides the gaining and fecur- 
ing the Trade? If not, does it' not thea 
plainly follow, that the Forts jfni thp 
Trade are infeparaUe ? Whoever has the 
pne muft be Owner of the other. 

III. Astoih^TYixrAjThat theC^anx 
are Purchafirs of hth Forts and Trade^ not 
pnly for ah immenfe Con^^erattqn^ but at 
the hazard of Lpfing the whole in the Ad^ 
venture^ tvhich' makes their Right and Fro.^ 
fertj therefore equal to any Gentleman^s 
Title to his Freehold or Leafehold in Eng- 
land, ior in the Plantations. 

The Trade being abfolutely loft, a 
certain Number of Noble Men, Gen- 
tlemen, Merchants ahc} Planters, prq« 
pofed to adventure in Regaining it, 
and to raife a Stock. The Undertaking 
has fo difcpur aging and hazardous^ that 
the Book$ lay open Nine Months for 
Subfcriptions, and then One Hundred 
and Eleven Thoijfaod Pounds was Tub- 
ftribed; and afterwards the Company 
borrowed great Sums of Money of their 
J^ellow Subjefts. 

^ Thefe AdvQtituvQVS /lipulated with the 
frqwn^ to undertake the Conqueft, and 
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enlarge tfae £/r^//}!& Dominioas at their 
own Charge, and to build Forts and 
Caftles, and to gain and fecure the 
Tradie,, uPof^ Condition to have that Trade 
file^ to themfelvcf. 

K^ng Charks the Second by Lettters 1672^ 
Patents,, declares that many Attempts 
had beeo made, but jhat all Endea- 
vours had proved inefTedual. He there- 
fore, in Odniideration of the Compa- 
ny% Undert;aking the Conqueft, and 
Gaining the Trade, granted to them, 
all the Coaft of Afric^^ from Cafs Blawo 
to tlv Cafe of Good-Hope^ and the file 
Trade thereof Exclufive^ for OneThouIand 
Years, and ereded a Court of Judica- 
ture there, to hear and determine all 
Wrongs, Injuries, &c. 

The Company with their own Stock, 
and with the Moneys borrowed of their 
Fellow Subjefts, and at the hazard of 
Lofing the nhole^ if unfuccefsful^ adven- 
tured, with great Induftry iq the Un- 
dertaking, they fucceeded, they con- 
quered the Coafts, Built Fprts on the 
Continent, Gain'd the Trade, they fold 
to certain Advantage, bought Cheap, 
furnifhM Negroes to the Plantations at 
Low Rates, drew home, much Gold,, 
^jid coined it at the Tower, befides o- 
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ther valuable Merchandize; they fiou- 
rifhed, and began to reimburie th^in- 
felves. 
' Can any one fay^ That the Kins ol. 
England^ is not fole Proprietor c^ fkik 
Lands, and the fole Trade of in, ^c 
he conquers at his own Charge; in a 
Bfirbarous^ Cpuntrj^, or that nxi m^j 
not grant it to which of his Stibjc&s 
he pTeafes? Is not the SubjeS a mo- 
ritorious Purchafer of a new Trad^ 
wlien he, athisownChacgeSiadven* 
tures to Conquer^ meerly to gain it, 
and upon Condition to have the 
Trade entirely to himfelf ^ Was not 
the Adventure Great ? Was not there 
a Hazard of Lofing the whole P Caa 
any Right or Frojperty be founded on 
greater Merit, Juftice or Equity ? Can 
any Englifi Subjeft Ihew a better 
Title to nis Freehold or Leafehold pur- 
chafed with his Money ? Whsi Difft^ 
erne is there between the Cafe of the Compgny 
nd the VUnters in Barbadoes, Carouna, 
Maryland or Penfilvania, hut tUsy thM 
thofe in America, Plgnt to gain the Fruits 
of the Ground^ and the Comply Conquer'* d 
M^d Tortify^d in Africa, to gMn the Trjide 
(f the Country : ^ But are not the Cbm- 
t pany's and Plant^r^ Right and Fro- 
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* perty the feme? Do not they both 

* depend 6n Grants from the Crown, 
^ for the iame Confideration of Adven- 
^ ture9, and hazard to enlarge the £/»- 

* gBJB Dbmioibhs ? 

^IV, As to the Fourth, Th^tbeMxi- 
can CmfMwfs Right snd Frwftrty m thtfok 
jFV^» ^ ^ Momifofify mr m Difttmn^ 
mnifi to hittjhjy hot njuri(mt to th Lp^ 
ktrty ^ Fmim cf ti^ir Ftfom Sulje£ftif 
Great Britain or tht PUmatians^. 

A Monopoly is a reftraint pf Tome 
Liberty or Trade that the ^ubjed had 
befoA^. Now in this Cafe^ there was 
no Trade to Afrkd^ and ^nfeq|;qent- 
iy no liberty to Trade. Antecedent to 
any Trade, it was fi.r(^ neceflary to 
conqaer and build Forts to gain that 
Trade. 

And fucb Gon([ue(b aqd Fortifica- 
tions cannot be made b^ any Subied,^ 
without the Royal Authority, and there* 
fwe when one or more Subjefls fti- 
pulate with the Royal Authority, to 
undertake, at their own Charges, to. 
conquer and build Forts in a Barbarous 
Country, and sain a new Trade, that 
neirer was before, nor ever would 
have been gained without fuph an Adr 
venture^ upon Cbodition to have that 

new 
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fliSW Trade intire to thcmCdves for a 
term of Ye^rs. Cm 4^ M4» cdl this 
d Monopoly J or sl Difcoarsgement to //i- 
4ufify ( Otk the contrary, is it not a 
great Encouragement to Induftry ? 
Will not a difturbance of it be a great 
Difcouragement to laduftry?. Would 
the Company have beea Induftrious^ 
if they had foreloen their Purchafe. 
Ihould be uken away under the Prq-* 
tence of a Monopoly ? How can the 
(Company's Enjoyment of their Adven- 
ture and Furcbafe (which happened to 
profper and fucceed) be injurious to 
the Liberty or Freedoni of their fel* 
Ipw Subjects of Great Britain^ or the 
PUntations? IVhat if the Co^afM) had 
Mifcarried. dnd loft sU^ Is there doj jLim 
or Equity to compel their fellow Sftije£fs 
to /hare in their Lofs ? If noty Is there 
anf Lam or Reafon that Intitles their feU 
Iqw Suhjeifs to {bare in the Profit ? 

V. As to the Fifth, The prejent Value 
of the Ahic^n^omp4nf'*s Interejt in thefole 
Tradej and the true Reafons rvhjf their 
EJlate and Credit are^ at this time^ low. 
. The true Reafons of the African^ 
Company's prefqnt Misfortunes are 
tjiree, 
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f. The Calamities of the War t4ia|; 

Ibllowed the Revolution, fell heavy 

on the Company^ the Fre^h taking 

their Ships aoc} Coods^ to a very great 

Value. 

But this they cq^ld hxve retrieved. 
2. The Invafioa and forcible Entries 
of the Interlopers, which provM a worfe 
Plundering th*n the French Depreda- 
tions ; Tet this they could have avoided. 
J. But the mod: grievous blow of 
^11, was that hard Larp made in i697> 
. which gave liberty to other Subject?, 
in the Nature of lodgers or Inmates, 
to enter the Company^s Forts and Set- 
tlemepts, and take the benefit of the 
Trade, for the fpace of thirteen Years, 
paying a fmall Rent of lo fer Cent. 
out of the Exports, only to keep the 
Company's Houfes ip good repair for 
thefe Ne\y Guefts/ 

This firoke has held the Company 
under alTured Bondage ; they have 

froaned and langui{hed und^r the 
^^eight of it tl|efe thirteen Years. . It 
forced them to ftand by quietly, and 
fee the Separate Traders {like the Seque^ 
firxtors formerly) domineer in the Com- 
pany's Houfes, and devour the Profit of 
f b^ijT Trade. Byt was it not an In- 
vafioa 



vafion of Projilerty ? Would the Com- 
pany have adventured their Subdancd 
in gaining the Trad^, if they had fore- 
feert this taking away of the Fruit ojf 
their Labours, Purchafe and Hazjird^ 
and the giving it to their fellow ^ub- 
je£lS| for no other Reafon, butbecaUfe 
thg/" coveted, defired and asked it? 

Js^o the frefint Vdne ^ thi, CoMfA^ 
rfs InUtett in the Trade. 

They infift that fhfeif Eflfatcs be- 
ing now retufning into their FolTeflioii 
froth under i tong Se^eftration ; it 
will ^wheri free; be of a Value ctJUaf 
to all their Disburfements and Ad- 
ventures ; it will (When in Poffeffionjl 
give them Credit, and meani to im- 
prove it, and enable them to make 
to their Creditors full Satisfadibn. 

They infift, that the Fallacy touch- 
ing the Value, as if they had no In- 
tcrefl', but what mufl: arife from the 
Forts and Cables, xs fuch only^ (hall not 
be' ioopofed on them ; theji[ claim the 
Value of the Trade, and infift, that 
00 Value can be put on the Ports, but 
what is the Value of the Trade ; for 
the Trade is tbe Fruit or Jewel ap- 
pendant in thofe Forts and Caftles, and 
was gained by them, and without 

wl^ichj 



which^ thole Forts and Caftles had 
nevfr |>eea built^ at the prodigious Ex- 
pBOices th»t have bera £4d out oq 

The Companjr huqihly hope there* 
fijVfS, th^t their. l^OD^-fu^rioes and 
Opi^cffipn occafioo'd by the aforefaid 
t^rd JLav> II^IT n^w end and expire, 
and be buried with it* 

y t As to the Si^hy Th Ndture of that 
Rigbt^ thi Ligifiature hss to take Carey 
tbaf the African. Trad^ or anj other Sub^ 
jf3:i Trade^ h ufed cr' 99wu^ed for the 
Gaodtfthe.IZf^i4^\ 

Ajf to thi^ the Company humbly 
' Tubmit to iuch Regulations as to 
the Exporting Manufaflures and 
Merchandize from Great Britaw^ 
and furnilhing fufBcient Quanti* 
ties of Negroes to the Plantations 
at reafonable Rates, and prevent** 
ing Abufes : As the Legiflature^ 
in their great Wifdom fhall think 
fit to direft (faving that their 
Right and Property to the foie 
Trade be not impoverifhed, or 
taken from them.) The Com- 
pany have fuilainM much Hard- 
fliip and Damage* but have be- 
haved 
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KavM themfelves peaceably i If 
any Mifdemeanors were laid td 
their Cbarge^ they might expefl^ 
the benefit of a fair Tryal ; Bm td 
be DemoliJb% to h Cdnfifcatedy to be 
Condemned ds the rvt^fi tf Male^ 
fxStorSy and their Efiates tskenfrom 
ihem^ to the utter Ruin of them^ 
their Creditors dnd their Families^ 
mthout Faulty mtbotitCrimej nfith^ 
out Forfeiture ^ without Trjdy is fd 
contrary to Natural ^ufiice^ fo un*- 
preeedentedy fo (hocking to Free-born 
Subjeifsy That the Company hum- 
bly hope they have no juft Rea- 
fon to fear any fuchf thing from' 
This Parliament. 
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